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EDITORIAL  

IT seemed natural and expedient this term 
for the Editorial to consist of two brief ap- 
preciations, by Colonel Godman (Chairman 
of the Governors) and J. B. Fell (Second 
Master), of the work of Anthony and Jean 
Quick at Rendcomb over the past decade. 
The Editors would like to take this final 
opportunity of repeating congratulations to 
them and wishing them every success and 
happiness in future years. 

At the same time we would like to offer a 
warm welcome to Mr. Roger Medill, the next 
Headmaster, and his family from Canterbury 
and wish them also a happy and prosperous 
time at the College. 

ANTHONY QUICK  came to Rendcomb as 
Headmaster nearly eleven years ago. During 
that time the College has increased its numbers 
from between 80 and 90 to over 150. There 
have been other changes. That these changes 
have been carried out very smoothly and with a 
minimum of opposition has been almost 
entirely due to the wisdom and tact shown 
by the Headmaster. 

Scholastic successes have been kept at a 
very high level due to the excellence of the 
staff and to the constant help they have 
received. 

From the circumstances and conditions of 
its foundation Rendcomb must form, and 
always has formed, an integral part of the 
county educational system. This has been 
most fully realised and the closest and most 
amicable relations have always prevailed. 
As Major Birchall, a Rendcomb Governor 
and Chairman of Gloucestershire County 
Council, said on Founder's Day, "When 
the County Council and Rendcomb have met 
to discuss any point it has not been across a 
table but round one." 

In the last eleven years many improvements 
have taken place, notably the Arts Block, 
the Language Laboratory and more Science 

Laboratories, and on the outside the swimming 
bath, more lawn tennis courts, the squash 
courts, a very large extension to the playing 
fields, and the new cricket pavilion. In the 
arranging of all these and in the supervision 
of their construction the Headmaster has 
taken the greatest interest and given all possible 
help. 

So much for his work as Headmaster, but 
I feel that it will be as very human and very 
lovable beings that Anthony and Jean Quick 
will be remembered, not only in the College 
but over a large neighbourhood as well. 

I know that as Chairman of the Governing 
Body I have found it a delight to work with 
him and we shall all remember the kindness 
and hospitality we have received from both 
of them. 

I know also that we, the Governors, the 
Staff, both teaching and administrative, and 
the whole College will wish them both a 
very warm farewell and all best wishes for 
the future. 

*   *   * 

ALTHOUGH this is in the first case a purely 
personal reflection on the ten years during 
which Jean and Anthony have been with us, 
I am confident that the feelings expressed 
represent those of the staff as a whole. 

Much has happened during these ten years. 
The College, under Anthony's direction, 
has nearly doubled in numbers and recent 
examination results leave little doubt that 
this has not been at the expense of lowering 
academic standards. The next phase of 
expansion is planned and already acquiring 
momentum. It is fair to ask if anything has 
been sacrificed. 

One of the most cherished memories of 
earlier generations of Rendcombians is the 
feeling of personal involvement in a small 
"family" community, a quality probably 
more at risk than any other as the organization 
grows larger. It is in this connection, I believe, 
that Anthony Quick's outstanding personality 
has contributed so much. Capable of rapid 
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but penetrating decisions himself, he has 
always been willing to delegate responsibility 
where desirable and I feel that our particular 
type of house tutor system, which has evolved 
under his guidance, has preserved what was 
best from the early days. 

Possibly less obvious from inside the College 
is Anthony's contribution to making Rendcomb 
more widely known and understood, both in 
educational circles and in the district. This 
also he has done well, and even in our own 
county we are no longer generally regarded as 
either a nudist colony or a theological collegeñ 
both popular misconceptions in my early days. 

The whole Quick family have become very 
much a part of Rendcomb and they will be 
widely missed in the village as well as the 
College. We shall miss Anthony's devastating 
onslaughts on all forms of bureaucracy and 
low standards, whether on the part of British 
Rail or the B. B. C. We shall miss Jean's 
unfailing kindness and understanding and 
her endless hospitality. Most of all, however, 
we shall treasure a wealth of personal friendship 
for both Jean and Anthony which must surely 
mean that we shall still see them often with us. 
Meanwhile we wish them every happiness 
at Bradfield. 

Anthony has still a great role to play in the 
educational world and, for our part, we are 
content that possibly a little of Rendcomb will 
carry over into that role. 

MISCELLANEA  

WE were pleased to welcome Miss Barnish 
and Miss Thomas as Matron and Assistant 
Matron respectively this term. 

Next term there will be two additional 
teaching staff: Mr. Jackson to teach Sciences; 
and Mrs. Holdaway to teach French part-time. 

 

The College's numbers will rise to a record 
figure of about 175 next term and this will 
soon be progressing to over 200. The two 
Third Forms next term represent the first 
step in this upward direction. 

More definite news about the Sixth Form 
Boarding House has been forthcoming. It 
will be sited just beyond the swimming pool 
and will include 48 study bedrooms and a 
common room. The main access will be 
from a road coming up from the Cheltenham 
drive. 

On May 12th the College provided hospitality 
at a meeting of the Headmasters Association 
(Division 9). 

*   *   * 

On May 10th a Sixth Form party went to 
Stratford for a performance of The Merchant 
of Venice. A Third Form group went to The 
Pirates of Penzance at The Playhouse, Chelten- 
ham, on May 18th. 

*   *   * 

A party of Sixth Form Scientists visited the 
computer at the North Glos. Technical 
College in the afternoon of July 1st; in the 
evening they saw Oscar Wilde's The Importance 
of Being Earnest at The Everyman Theatre, 
Cheltenham. 

*   *   * 

Founder's Day was on Saturday, June 26th, 
the guest speaker being Dr. Wallace Sterling, 
Chancellor of Stanford University, California. 
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Reports of the exhibitions and main speeches 
are included in this issue. Other speakers 
were Colonel Godman (Chairman of the 
Governors), Major Birchall (Chairman of the 
Glos.. Education Authority), Lt.-Col. Lord 
Wigram and Mr. Robert Wills. The Editors 
would like to join Colonel Godman in con- 
gratulating Major David Wills on his award 
of the C. B. E. for his work for the Ditchley 
Park Foundation. 

On May 4th Mr. Willson took a party of 
12 boys to a performance of Verdi's Aida at 
the Bristol Hippodrome. The production was 
that of the Welsh National Opera Company, 
and for some provided an excellent introduction 
to operatic splendours. 

Mr. Holt took a party of 11 boys on June 
8th to watch play in the Wills Professional 
Tennis Championships at Redland Green, 
Bristol. Since much of the play was abandoned 
during the week owing to persistent rain, the 
party was fortunate to see two hours of some- 
what slippery sport. 

During the term Mr. Burden took a party 

of boys to the furniture factory at Lydney. 

The new cricket pitch was used for the first 
time this term and seems to be providing a 
fine, true surface for batsmen. Thus from 
the pavilion roof it is now possible to see, 
in Janus fashion, cricketing drama in both 
directions. 

*   *   * 

On 28th May a number of boys were con- 
firmed in Rendcomb Church by the Bishop 
of Gloucester. 

*   *   * 

Preparations for the visit to France in 
August are now virtually complete: 23 boys 
will be going. It is hoped to include a full 
account, comic and / or tragic, in our next 
issue. 

*   *   * 

 

We sadly bid farewell to one of the Editors 
this term: Nicholas Thomas. His contribution 
has been considerable.  

*   *   * 

Photographs for this issue were taken by 
Angus Robertson. Line drawings, etc., were 
contributed by David Toresen, Peter Millard 
(Form III), Jonathan Dixon (Form III), 
Phillip Lamphee (Form III), Niven Boyd, 
Robert Sherratt (Form II) and Timothy 
Wormleighton (Form I). 

COLLEGE OFFICERS 

Senior PrefectñJ. M. Gray 

Prefects and Group LeadersñA. Lamb; I. R. 
Niel; A. J. Stafford; N. O. Thomas; C. J. 
Wood. 

Public WorkmanñN. Boyd 

Church UshersñC. J. Wood; J. S. Hindle 

LibrariansñC. H. Moore; C. J. Wood; A. J. 
Stafford; C. Partridge; R. G. L. Roberts 

Music LibrariansñB. Robertson; C. Probert; 
A. Pitt 

Bell RingersñA. Thompson (Tower Captain); 
J. D. Williams; M. Brown; M. Fisher; 
C. Horton; J. Smith; D. Pearce; M. Pitt; 
P. Walton 

Stage ManagerñI. R. Niel 

StagemenñR. J. H. Laycock; C. H. Moore; 
N. Hance; A. Robertson; S. Bushell; 
A. Pearce 

EditorsñN. O. Thomas; N. Boyd; G. J. Dorey 
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MEETING OFFICERS  
MEETING NOTES  

ChairmanñA. J. Stafford 

SecretaryñP. Graham 

Meeting BankerñR. Pearce 

Meeting Advisory CommitteeñD. Williams; 
A. Thompson; B. Smith 

Meeting EditorñD. Toresen 

CouncilñC. Wood; N. Thomas; I. Niel; 
A. Stafford; J. Gray 

Boys' BankerñM. Brown 

Shop BankerñR. Roberts 

Senior ShopmanñN. Boyd 

Junior ShopmenñN. Roberts; M. Toresen 

Entertainments CommitteeñN. Thomas; R. 
Read; C. Partridge; K. Stuckey; M. Wapshott 

PapermanñP. Smith 

Breakages ManñA. Jenkins 

Cycle CommitteeñJ. Russell; N. Powell; 
W. Whatley 

Cricket Games WardensñR. Fry; A. Medhurst; 
T. Stroud 

Tennis Games WardenñD. Pearce 

Badminton/Squash Games WardenñS. Robbins 

Food CommitteeñM. Bircher; B. Smith; 

R. Roberts 

Film CommitteeñR. Morris; N. Boyd 

Senior Tennis Groundsman A. Robertson 

Junior Tennis GroundsmanñS. Reason 

Billiards CommitteeñJ. Tyler; N. Boyd; 
R. Morris 

Nominations CommitteeñI. Niel; A. Stafford; 
N. Thomas 

Amp. TechniciansñD. Williams; R. Rolt 

Summer 1971 

THE MEETING proceeded once again in its 
boring, light-hearted vein, achieving very little 
and scarcely justifying its existence. The 
major issue was the Headmaster's leaving 
present and it was eventually decided that 
he would be given some garden furniture 
for his new home at Bradfield. The M. A. C. 
announced its intention to "clean up" affairs 
by acting against those who disrupted the 
Meeting: Treasure was counselled for this 
offence, and Moore was also counselled for 
removing Autocar from the post-table. 

D. M. T. 

CHOIR NOTES  

THERE has been no concert this term as the 
Choir have been busy learning their parts for 
next term's operatic production, Der Freischütz 
by Weber, on 24th October. 

The anthems sung in Church on Sundays 
have been: "The Strife is O'er" (Henry Ley); 
"Lord For Thy Tender Mercies' Sake" 
(Richard Farrant); "Lift Up Your Heads" 
(G. F. Handel); "Now At Thy Feet Creation 
Lies" (J. S. Bach); "Come, Holy Ghost" 
(T. Attwood); "O Sacrum Convivium" 
(Vittoria); "Praise The Lord Ye Servants" 
(John Blow); "Hymn To the Trinity" (P. 
Tchaikovsky); "Hallelujah" (G. F. Handel). 

J. W. 
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CLIMBING NOTES  

IN the Easter holidays, this year's Alpine 
group and two other boys spent ten days in 
Glencoe to train on snow and ice. The mild 
winter meant that we had to go high to find 
suitable conditions, and most of the time was 
spent camping in a corrie hidden high up in 
the mountains, appropriately known as the 
"Lost Valley." The weather remained unkind 
(that is mild and wet) and we were not able 
to complete the full programme planned, 
though some useful days were spent on im- 
portant techniques (and some unexpected 
ones including a river crossing, the river being 
swollen by heavy rain and fast-thawing snow). 

This term the weather has remained un- 
predictable at weekends, though Wednesdays 
have generally been fine, and we have paid 
the usual visits to Cleeve Hill, Wyntour's 
Leap and the North and South Wales moun- 
tains. 

At the end of the term fourteen boys leave 
for a week in Snowdonia. Most of them are 
juniors seeking an introduction to the magic 
and mystery of the mountains, but there are a 
few older boys who have been before coming 
to help with the supervision and leading. 

The following week the Alpine groupñ 
Antony Pitt, Keith Underdown and Bruce 
Mannñleave for Austria to climb in the 
Stubai and Ötztal Alps, on graceful snow peaks 
and shattered rock ridges. In addition to 
climbing techniques, physical fitness is essential 
if the walking at high altitude is to be pleasur- 
able instead of killing; members of the group 
have been seen going for a four-mile run 
before breakfast each day of the last week of 
term. All we need is a period of settled weather 
to end the run of disappointments we have had 
over the last eighteen months. 

J. W. 

BELL -RINGING NOTES  

THE standard of ringing this term has continued 
to improve, with the new ringers doing par- 
ticularly well. Rendcomb has seen another 
Cirencester Branch meeting this term, which 
is always a good opportunity for the more 
advanced ringers to further their ringing 
knowledge and experience. 

Yet again, as is usual at the end of the 
Summer Term, we see the departure of 
several of our more experienced ringers. I 
should like to thank David Williams and Mark 
Fisher for their services over the past few 
years. We leave Martin Brown with a band 
which must be even younger than this year's, 
but I am sure they will all rise to the challenge 
and provide Rendcomb with a capable selection 
of ringers. 

Finally, I should like to thank Miss Bliss 
for all the hard work she has put in, helping 
myself and the rest of the group over the years. 

A. T. 

THE SCIENCE SOCIETY  

THERE have been several films shown this 
term covering a broad spectrum of topics. 
Many of the films were carefully selected to 
serve as revision for this year's G. C. E. exam- 
inations. 

Due to 'O' and 'A' levels there have been 
no trips made by the society. However, VIA 
Chemists plus a few VIB Biologists visited 
the North Gloucestershire College of Tech- 
nology for a brief introduction to computers. 
Mr. Davey, who took part in the Careers 
convention last term, gave us a short talk 
on the theory of computers. After this, we 
were allowed to produce our own program 
and data tapes which were then run through 
the computer. We would like to thank the 
computer staff for being so helpful and patient! 

C. J. W. 
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FOUNDER'S DAY, 1971 

The Headmaster's Speech 

TODAY is in some ways a sad day for me, as it 
is the last Founder's Day on which I shall 
have the privilege of addressing you. It is 
nearly eleven years now since I first saw 
Rendcomb, and it is difficult to imagine what 
life away from Rendcomb will be like as it has 
become so much the centre of our interests 
and our friends. Both my wife and I will 
look back on our time at Rendcomb with 
great gratitude and affectionñfor the friend- 
liness and the informality of the staff and the 
boys and for the sheer beauty of the site 
and the grounds. I would also like to thank 
the parents for the trust which they have 
shown in sending their sons here and the 
support which they have given, both to the 
school and to me. An independent school 
is, in the last analysis, in the hands of its 
parents, and our flourishing state today 
depends on the loyalty and faith which parents 
have shown in Rendcomb. 

To the governors and staff I owe a deep 
debt of gratitude. To the boys and to parents 
the role of the governing body often appears 
rather shadowy but to a Headmaster it is 
all-important. The Chairman and the Govern- 
ing Body have been of enormous assistance 
to me. When difficult decisions have had to 
be made I have always felt it easy to consult 
Colonel Godman, whose modesty hides a 
remarkable readiness for help and an extra- 
ordinarily well balanced judgement that reflects 
his very broad experience of men and affairs. 
The Founder's family maintain a very close 
link with Rendcomb and their continued 
generosity is demonstrated by the grants 
Rendcomb has received from the Dulverton 
and other family trusts for the swimming 
pool, the tenths courts and the language 
laboratory. I would like to acknowledge 
the great help that I personally and the school 
have received from Major David Wills. 
His unflagging interest in education and in 
Rendcomb ensured the decision to develop 

Rendcomb and his financial skill has produced 
the means by which it has been done so that 
today the school is both well equipped and 
in a strong financial position. 

But in our internal life the heat of the day 
is borne by the teaching staff on whom the 
fulfilment of the school's tasks must primarily 
rest. Rendcomb has been well served: half 
the staff have put up with me for the whole 
of my headmastership, and they have had 
a lot to put up with in the last decade; the 
school is much larger, the number of periods 
taught in the week has increased by five or 
six depending on the form; the number of 
games days is greater; and the number of 
extra-curricular activities has been expanded. 
This has involved a great increase in the 
amount of work which individual masters 
have undertaken. Moreover, as the school 
has grown, masters have taken increased 
responsibility. A great deal of work has been 
taken off my shoulders by Mr. White in the 
Senior House and Mr. Knapp in the Junior 
House, and by the House Tutors. To the 
Second Master, Mr. Fell, I owe the expansion 
and the success of the Science Departmentñ 
a subject on which my ignorance is almost 
totalñand the timetable. I have this year 
presented him with the biggest problem so 
farñthe extra formñbut I am sure he will 
solve it. Longest serving of all is Mr. Telling, 
who was appointed by the first Headmaster. 
He has an unrivalled store of knowledge 
about the buildings and the estate and has 
been of immense value to the College in these 
years of building; by his careful supervision 
he has prevented the muddles that are so 
wasteful of time and money. I also wish 
to thank the members and officers of the 
Glos.. Education Authority for the help and 
advice they have given me in the entry of the 
Glos. Foundationers hereña scheme which 
gives Rendcomb so much of its unique 
character. 

Now I want to turn to the school record 
for this academic yearñthe first in the school's 
second half-century. The 'A' level results 
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for last summer that you have before you 
on your programmes were quite outstanding. 
All candidates obtained some success and 
out of the sixty subjects taken, fifty-seven 
were passed at 'A' level, and, almost as im- 
pressive, a third of theseñnineteen, including 
seven in mathsñwere passed at the top 
grade A. These are the best results we have 
ever obtained at 'A' level and are a great 
tribute to the teaching in the VIth form. 
The 'O' level results were satisfactory. 

We had an excellent rugger seasonñfor 
the second time runningñMr. Price is setting 
himself a very high standard to maintain. 
Mr. Dennis took over the hockey this year 
with a young and rather inexperienced team. 
Far more hockey was played this year as 
there was little snow and ice and this should 
rub off on our performance in future years. 
The cricket square on the new field is proving 
a good wicket but our batsmen have found 
it difficult to acquire runs both on this wicket 
and others this season. A wide range of 
activities has been maintained this year 
including a Careers convention, a concert in 
Cirencester Church, the staging of Anouilh's 
Antigoneñambitious, but a success due to 
the high standard of its production. I hope 
you will go over to the Exhibition in the Arts 
Block this afternoon, which will give you some 
idea of the wide range and high standard of 
work done in these departments. We have 
two school expeditions going abroad this 
yearñone to France under Mr. Holt and 
Mr. Thorne, and Mr. Willson is, for the 
second year running, taking a group of his 
climbers to the Alps. 
The prospects for Rendcomb in the seventies 
seem to me very exciting. The last two years 
have been a period of consolidation but, as 
you know, important new developments are 
under way. In September numbers at the 
school will be a recordñabout 170ñso that 
Rendcomb has almost doubled in size in a 
decade. To teach the extra boys a new form 
will be started; so in September there will 
be for the first time two third forms. It is 

planned in '72 and '73 to split Forms IV 
and V. This will enable us to reduce the 
size of the forms in the Middle School; 
in recent years they have been too large 
and when the forms are split we should be 
able to reduce the size to 18 or 20 boys in 
each form. We hope to start building the 
new Sixth form boarding house in April or 
May of next year. This will be completed 
by September 1973 when we plan to take 
our first entry of girls for a Sixth Form 'A' 
level course. I have already had several 
registrations for this course. 

As I reflect over the years I have been at 
Rendcombñit corresponds almost exactly with 
the SixtiesñI feel very glad I was here for 
another reason. It has been a difficult period 
for schoolsñit is difficult at this close range 
to know why but I am going to hazard a guess. 
It has primarily, I think, been due to factors 
outside the school rather than inside school, 
that there have been certain developments 
in Society which are fundamentally hostile 
to good education and good schools. Among 
others I would identify three. First, the lower- 
ing of the tone of public life, represented 
perhaps most clearly by the rapid decline in 
standards of the mass media, above all of the 
B. B. C. In retrospect the T. W. 3 programmes 
were disastrous. The so-called great age of 
satire quickly degenerated into an obsession 
on television with the nasty, the squalid, 
the trivial, and the trendy. I am comforted 
to see from the papers in the last few days 
that I have a distinguished convert to these 
views in Mr. Wilson. Those in independent 
and public schools also have considerable 
experience of the way some producers slant 
their programmes. In the last few years I 
have hardly seen a B. B. C. programme on the 
independent schools or indeed on general 
educational themes which has not been biased, 
narrow-minded and dishonest. 

Secondly, it has been the period when the 
use of drugs has spread through society into 
the schools and when London papers like 
The Times published advertisements recom- 
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mending their legalisation. But drugs, a serious 
problem in itself, was in some ways a symptom 
of a deeper malaiseñthe belief that there was 
always a short cut to the solving of the prob- 
lems of the individual and society, that the 
easy answer was always the right answer. 
So the economic difficulties of the country 
were always to be cured by some painless 
remedyña national plan, devaluation, an 
incomes policyñnever by hard work, prudence 
or enterprise. Responsibility over work, 
over sex, over money has been at a discount, 
restraint and self-discipline derided; this 
creates an attractive but false world for the 
adolescent to grow up in. The so-called per- 
missive society has been the irresponsible 
society in which the individual has been 
encouraged to think that however imprudent 
his actions he will be protected by an all- 
providing state. But those who are hacking 
at the roots of responsibility of the individual 
for his conduct are hacking at the roots of 
civilisation. 

Thirdly, it has been the age when bureau- 
cracy has expanded at an unprecedented rate 
in peacetime and education has not escaped 
its all-pervading influence. So the educational 
controversies of the sixties have been essentially 
administrative onesñorganisation, reorgan- 
isation, school meals, school milk. The 
essential concerns of the teacherñwhat to 
teach, and how to teach itñhave sunk into the 
background. Moreover, the aims of 20th 
century bureaucracy seem astonishingly un- 
enlightenedñto establish a drab uniformity 
in the society which it governs, and to increase 
its own power. In the independent schools we 
offend on both counts. There is a variety in 
independent schools which is abhorrent to the 
bureaucratic mind and we are the only part 
of the educational system which is still largely 
free from Whitehall control. The local author- 
ities have been under increasing central 
direction. In this way I believe the independent 
schools to be more vital to educational freedom 
in this country than ever before. Bureaucracy 
is damaging in other ways. It is particularly 
irritating that when cuts in government 

expenditure have to be made it is the services 
that are of use to its citizens that tend to goñ 
I am disturbed to see that Cirencester Hospital 
is threatened and would like to pay tribute 
to the excellent service it has given and gives 
the school. There are many central government 
departments and agenciesñlike the Schools 
Councilñwhich could well be pruned without 
any loss. But in modern society when the 
interest of the bureaucracy and the citizens 
diverge there is little doubt who wins. 

But Rendcomb has been a good school 
to be at in the Sixtiesñbecause it is independent 
and because it is in the West country and 
so has to some extent been insulated from 
these developments. I am now moving 
nearer London, from which most of the follies 
of the sixties stemmed, but there are signs 
that some sanity is beginning to prevail there 
now. I hope so, but I am not going too near. 
We shall remain within reach of Rendcomb 
and will be able to come over to see the school 
and all our friends around. I shall remain 
deeply interested in the future of the school 
and shall count myself very lucky if we are 
as happy at Bradfield as in the years we have 
been at Rendcomb. 

*   *   * 
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Dr. Wallace Sterling's Speech 

THE guest speaker at Rendcomb's fifty-first 
Founder's Day was Dr. Wallace Sterling, 
Chancellor of Stanford University, California. 
We were honoured to learn that he had made 
the immense journey of over 6,000 miles 
specifically to talk to us that day. He said that 
he had retired from the Presidency of the 
University three years ago, and he defined 
retirement as when one "gets up in the morning 
with nothing to do, and goes to bed with half 
of it done." 

Dr. Sterling is a historian and the general 
theme of his speech concerned the paradoxes of 
History in relation to human nature. He spoke 
of the grief and pain that Christianity has 
caused with its history of intolerance and 
religious persecution. This was illustrated 
by the story of a small town that could no 
longer support the churches of two different 
denominations. After failing to come to a 
negotiated settlement, a churchman from the 
one denomination said to the other that they 
would both have to continue teaching God's 
love, "you in your way, and I in His." 

Man has discovered the laws of nature 
and has learnt to apply them, but has still 
been unable to bring peace on earth. Perhaps 
this failure is due to the impersonal nature 
of science, and also because man's mastery 
of nature is greater than that of his own 
intelligence. Man must have faith; Dr. 
Sterling said that his own faith was in the 
order of the universe, that he believed that the 
alliance between man and nature is an influence 
for good. 

He observed that there was not yet a 
universal acceptance of the inequality of the 
individual; no two people are the same, and each 
one should strive to exploit his endowments, 
whatever they are, to the best of his ability. 
Apart from this it might seem that the in- 
dividual is powerless to influence the mixed 
blessing of our modern technological society. 
But Dr. Sterling refuted this by mentioning 
historical influences for good: Jesus Christ; 

Francis of Assisi; Florence Nightingale; in- 
fluences for evil: Hitler; Attila; and more 
purely theological influences: Darwin and 
Marx, though he quoted the latter's wife 
as saying that she would have had a "happier 
and more comfortable life if Karl spent more 
time acquiring than writing about capital." 
The individual serves a valuable end by his 
continual fight for freedom against tyranny; 
here he cited the cases of Milton and Hamp- 
den. But he pointed out Burke's realization 
that "Liberty, to be preserved, must be 
limited;" and rephrased it in more American 
terms, "your liberty to swing your fist ends 
where my nose begins." 

Dr. Sterling then talked of the value of 
Utopian idealists. They present challenges in 
order to improve present conditions, but these 
all too often transcend the realm of prac- 
ticability. We should be grateful to realistic 
know-how, which advances the day when 
such dreams will be possible. Lastly he spoke 
of change and choice, saying that when the 
time comes for a change it is usually impossible 
to carry forward all the good values of your 
former existence into your new one. When 
you have to make a choice, it is essential to 
collect all the relevant data, to analyse it, to 
decide and then to act on your decision. 
Of course, you must live with the conse- 
quences of your choice, but you should never 
regret a carefully made decision. 

Dr. Sterling finished by apologising if his 
speech had been too serious for the occasion. 
For, looking at the broad sweep of history, 
he felt that mankind had come through well, 
despite its failings.  N. O. T. 
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A Survey 

ONCE again Rendcomb paid tribute to its 
Founder, and there was the usual annual 
gathering of parents and governors. Each 
year the gym seems to become smaller as the 
number of visitors increases but this did not 
really detract from the effect of the speeches. 
The speeches were less formal this year, and 
the opening speeches were largely praising 
Mr. Quick for his ten years as headmaster 
at Rendcomb. A fuller account appears 
elsewhere in the magazine. A new feature this 
year was the opening of Rendcomb's own 
"cinema bleu" which showed the film of 
Rendcomb that the B. B. C. could not show! 

Art Exhibition  

This was Mr. Thorne's first Founder's 
Day exhibition and it reflects credit on both 
him and his pupils. The exhibition was 
considerably larger than last year's and showed 
work from all strata of the school. Instead of a 
few producing much, almost everyone con- 
tributed. 

The VIth Form supplied a larger selection 
than usual and the junior forms contributed 
the less serious but more colourful array. 
There was a large variety of lino prints, 
notably Michael Denley's tribute to Jimi 
Hendrix; scraper-board appeared for the first 
time in an exhibition here; Phillip Lamphee 
proved to be a man of varied talents, be it 
sculpture, graphic designs or merely writing 
his name! Other items of interest included a 
"vertical diptych" depicting Caesar's demise, 
by Jonathan Dixon; and an assortment of 
book folders which "embody all the basic 
skills needed to make much larger and intricate 
art folders." There was also a collection of 
photographs, all of which seemed to depict 
much the same objects. The Third Form, 
as a whole, deserve mention for their very 
original collection of posters. 

The pottery section, although smaller than 
last year, maintained the previous standard. 
Amid the usual array of hand-modelled bowls, 

Anthony Rose's goblet stood out on account 
of its ingenious combination of pottery and 
woodworking skills. A dash of colour was 
added in the busts of fat gentlemen by Simon 
Beckett, Ian Boothman, Michael Oughton 
and Alisdair Wilson. 

Woodwork Exhibition 

This was, in the opinion of Mr. Burden, 
"better than usual; " he was also heard to say 
while setting up the exhibition, "It's better 
than not having a job! " Obviously the most 
eye-catching object was the canoe, at long 
last completed by Andrew Medhurst and 
Phillip Lamphee. Graham Jordan again pro- 
vided the most impressive selection, including 
an armchair, a garden table and a turned goblet. 
Other items worthy of mention include 
dining tables from Colin Lyons and Mark 
Fisher; a telephone seat made by Philip 
Smith; and an excellent writing-desk by 
Norman Crowe. Of course, there was the 
customary array of assorted boards, stools, 
lamps, trolleys and mallets. The "piece de 
resistance" had to be the freshly completed 
house for the Headmaster's daughter's rabbit; 
this was Ian Taylor and Bruce Pritchett 
returning us all, and the rabbit, to Nature. 

D. M. T. 
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