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issues and counselling skills with young
people.

Sue said that she found it a privilege to
support staff and students that were
experiencing emotional distress and anxiety.
Sue felt that although she could not always
fix things, she believed that being able to talk
to someone when in crisis, is a step towards
getting well.

Being part of the Safeguarding team has
been challenging and important for the
students, medical and pastoral staff. Sue will
miss driving into Rendcomb each week and
listening to students share their stories. She
wants to pass on her thanks to everyone at
Rendcomb College for the memories.

Sister Julia Vaughan

we said goodbye to Sister
Julia Vaughan as she leftto start an exciting
new life in Oman.

Julia held many roles at Rendcomb over the
years and each of them was undertaken with
endless kindness and empathy towards our
pupils, and with their best interests at heart.
Although as a nurse she also demonstrated
the essential knack of firmness when faced
with pupils exhibiting sudden iliness just
before a wet games session!

Julia’s kindness extended well beyond our
pupils and she was a frequent ‘other mother’
for our gap students.

Obituary

Emma Drew (Staff 2001-19)

Emma very sadly passed away after a short battle with illness on February
14, 2020. Emma was only 45 years old and had been employed at Rendcomb
College as a member of the Housekeeping Team, working in the Junior
School from 2001 until shortly before her sad passing. Emma could often

be found with her son James quietly working the early mornings and late
evenings making sure that the Junior School was ready for the next day.
Emma was one of the first to volunteer for services for any functions and
events at the College, always bringing her smile and can-do attitude. She will
be greatly missed but not forgotten, our thoughts are with her son and her

family.




Ihe Library

long with most other aspects of

College life, until March 2020 the rhythm
of the Rendcomb Library's academic

year was afamiliar one.

Autumn way-
markers have
traditionally included
Inductions and
Bookbuzz for Year 7
newcomers, in-class
Library Catalogue
refreshers for Years
8, 9 and (in their
Learning to Learn
sessions) 10, and early introductions to
specialist book sets for A-Level classes in
subjects such as English, History, Economics
and Business.
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Familiar autumn "Days" were again celebrated:
for National Poetry, Holocaust Memorial,
Remembrance and World Books (the annual
Big Book Quiz taking place inthe Library for
the first time); specialist activities were
organised for English classes studying Animal
Farm, Of Mice and Men and An Inspector
Calls, and for Year 9 Historians supporting
their period studies with historical novels
about The Suffragettes,The Great War, The
Russian Revolution and Inter-war America;
and in mid-March came the annual visit of the
Junior Schools Nursery students for their now
annual afternoon activities of a lively stickers?

game and some hefty book-stamping!

Eddying around these annual fixtures,
themed book displays were offered weekly
(for the Rugby World Cup, for example, or
for Greta Thunberg and the Climate Change
Movement, or for the authors that Year 7

English students had met at the Cheltenham
Literature Festival), quiet reading lessons
came and went, entrance test candidates
strained at Library computers, and
prospective students and their parents
stood at the Library door - quite often wide-
eyed - on their round-campus tours.

As ever, the Library advertised itself through
the Headmaster's Assembly, this year by a
presentation on its excellent collection of Art
books, the illustrated talk followed up by a
College-wide Competition (Pictures Into
Words) for creative writing prompted by six
inspiring paintings. Unusually, this year, the
Library also recorded a series of audio
recommendations (of novels and poems) for

Valentine's Day!

All of which familiar and enjoyable activity
abruptly ended on March 23rd, 2020! No
sooner had the longlisted novels for this
years Carnegie Medal arrived at the College
Reception (usually followed in the Library by
some middle school "Speed Dating" with
those books) than the COVID lockdown shut
Library, College and national life as we knew

it.
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But, as is often the case, closure somewhere
means an opening somewhere else: while
the College continued inventively online,

the Library advertised books and reading
through a series of Podcasts (still available
on the Library page of Firefly). These weekly
programmes identified online resources
(particularly in the Aladdin's Cave of the :
Gloucestershire Libraries website) and we TR 3
recommended books through themed talks 5
on lockdown topics such as: "empathy"
"taking ones time" and "noticing things"?

§ As |write, the Library is now part of
Rendcomb's Years 10-13 bubble and so
faces new challenges to enthuse and service
the many keen young readers in the Middle
School through a "Click and Deliver" system
(the Librarian now as much classroom-to-
classroom salesman as traditional room
curator and academic enquiries clerk).

But, again, cramp prompts creativity so the
lessened footfall of this Michaelmas Term
will allow a comprehensive stock-taking of
resources, a long overdue re-shelving

of the Library's books (to create, for | Now On Librar y DiSPLAY
. i, T o | Highlv Recommended New Stories
accessible "Fiction Wall" at the Library ~

entra_nce), clear_ new signage and the ‘r St e i
creation of a reliable Library "map". by Hilary McKay by Hilary McKay by Hilary McKay

With these initiatives and alterations
the Library will move forward, all the
time respectful of the history, fabric i

« V HILARY MCKAY x'

and valuable acquisitions of its past.

Hopefully, when restrictions are lifted,
the Rendcomb Library will be an even
more attractive place for information

!
i |

gathering: qu iet contem plation and Letters from The Lighthouse When We were Warriors The Good Thieves
fle—— — fu IfiIIing study. by Emma Carroll by Emma Carroll by Katherine Rundell
e Emma Carroll KATHERINI
. CATHERIN
lan Corkett ,L Ly y :RUNDELI
1 ‘

[IGHTHOUSE -8
| ')

g AN

\mEN WE | ey

1 WERE

\m

ARRIORQ"

1/ oee











































































oo 47














































































































































































 RENDCOMB
COLLEGE

NURSERY ¢ JUNIOR ¢ SENIOR

Your adventure starts hercooe®

© Rendcomb College 2021

Old Rendcombian Society
oldrendcombian.org.uk
secretary@oldrendcombian.org.uk

2 - / THE
Leading [ Wy Sl GOOD
Independent d \ ) SCHOOLS
“xcellence Educ Schools \ 2, &
The Independent Association \&5“'('55&5“"0 / GUIDE
of Prep Schools

Rendcomb College, Rendcomb, Cirencester, Gloucestershire GL7 7HA « 01285 831 213
info@rendcombcollege.org.uk « www.rendcombcollege.org.uk

Rendcomb College, Company Limited by Guarantee 05891198 Charity Number 1115884



	Contents
	School Community
	Academic Departments
	Houses & Boarding
	Sport
	Enrichment
	Nursery & Juniors
	Forest School
	Nativity

