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Editorial

‘Times change, and we change with them. > Anon.

If any one quotation might sum up the past few years
at Rendcomb, surely that must be it. From the design
and layout of this magazine to the new computer labs;
from expanding buildings to a new self-service
catering system and Rendcomb’s first-ever rock
concert, the College has evolved considerably in the
last two years. The changes have generally been long-
term in outlook, and often include greater pupil
participation in school affairs.

This last term has seen a somewhat revitalised
enthusiasm from Meeting Officers and more pupil
responsibilities, in such areas as PW administration
and running the bookshop, for example; surely these
posts must be useful experience for managerial or
administrative work in ‘the real world’.

Preparation for the outside world, and an emphasis
on ‘think for yourself are today of prime importance;
indeed Rendcomb tries to wean us from reliance on
other people’s beliefs and ideas and to make us think
for ourselves.

Couple this with a lively element of team
competition with the world outside, giving scope for
supporting others in as many as seven sports in which
there are active school teams, and it is clear that the
school’s character is by no means insular nor, for that
matter, revolutionary! It contains a balance from all
sides of every argument, and | hope that this balance
of attitudes and outlooks will be reflected in this
magazine, and continued into the future.

CHRISTOPHER MOODY

New Computer Room

D. A. Hawkswell



The Record

News in Brief
Christmas Term 1985

At the beginning of the school year Mr W. J. D.
White relinquished the appointment of Second
Master, which was taken over by Mr K. J. Knapp.
Mr White has retained the demanding job of working
out the timetable and a number of other administrative
duties.

Our new caterers, Fairfields, got off to a shaky
start, but gradually things improved, and we had an
excellent Christmas Dinner. Just before Christmas
Fairfields were taken over by Sutcliffe’s Catering. A
new manager, Mr Tony Barrett, was appointed for
January and moved into a flat in the Stable Block.

On 22nd September everyone took part in a 21-mile
Sponsored Walk across nearby Leckhampton Hill, in
aid of the Behala Boys’ Home in Calcutta. £1, 855
was raised, most of which was sent to India; a small
sum was sent to the Across Trust to further their work
with the physically handicapped.

On 29th September two Old Rendcombians,
Adrian Lewers and Andrew Rontree, played the
solos in Mendelssohn’s Violin Concerto in E minor
and Mozart’s Piano Concerto in A major respectively,
accompanied by the school orchestra in the Dulverton
Hall. On 20th October there was a Guitar Concert,
featuring numerous soloists and ensembles.

The Open Day, on 12th October, was again a great
success, perhaps highlighted by the new ‘high-tech’
Computer Room, just ready for use and containing
12 interlinked BBC Micros and monitors.

The first AGM of the Parents’ Association took
place on 26th October, and the Association arranged
drinks and refreshments before each night’s
performance of ‘HMS Pinafore’.

There were several outings, notably a Junior House
trip to the Thames Barrier, a Sixth Form visit to
Longleat, theatre trips to Stratford and Bath and two
Geography field trips.

District 10 of the Incorporated Association of
Preparatory School Headmasters held their
Divisional Meeting at Rendcomb in October. Some
of the Headmasters were shown round by Sixth
Formers, and after their meeting, which included a talk
by a guest speaker, most of them stayed on for a
convivial supper with members of the Staff.

The Michael Wills Lecture was given by Dr J. K.
White of King’s College, London, who gave a very
interesting talk about some problems in civil
engineering. It was a curious coincidence that one of
his best assistants recently was an Old Rendcombian,
Toby Roberts, who appears in the engineering
photograph later in the magazine.

A poetry presentation by Dr Leo Aylen and a
talk by
Dr J. M. Gay, a consultant psychiatrist, on ‘Taking
Risks’, were both much appreciated by the Sixth
Form.

The Remembrance Day sermon was preached by
the Chaplain of the Fleet, the Ven. N. D. Jones.

Easter Term 1986

The term was one of Ilate starts and
postponements. After what seemed to be a promising
start to the hockey, only four matches were played
before half-term, during one of the longest and
coldest spells for some years.

The Junior Play, ‘Oliver Twist’, had to be
postponed until the Summer Term, owing to a
chronic lack of cast at rehearsals! The school was
struck by a ‘bug’ - twice! All levels of the school
were affected, and many congratulations go to the
Matron and her staff for coping so well.

Indoor sport flourished, however. Gavin
Featherstone, coach to the 1984 Olympic Hockey
Team, visited us for an afternoon’s instruction, and
the new bowling machine, presented by the
Parents’ Association, came into regular use in the
Sports Hall.

On 29th January and 19th February Mrs Anne
Brinicombe talked with different groups of the Lower
Sixth on ‘Problems in Personal Relationships’. The
discussions ranged widely and were much
appreciated.

Sadly, the visit of a Sea King helicopter, piloted
by Tim Nicholas, an Old Rendcombian, had to be
cancelled owing to other commitments for his
squadron. We were able to welcome David Kossoff
with his widely acclaimed and moving presentation
‘Late Great Paul’.

On 7th March, alongside the VIB Parents’ Meeting,
the second annual Careers Convention was held,
with representatives from the police, all three armed
services and about twenty local firms present to talk
about their work.

The Confirmation Service was conducted by the
Bishop of Gloucester, the Rt. Revd. John Yates on
16th March. In the evening Claire Ellis, Head Girl,
gave a piano recital in the Dulverton Hall.

Mrs M. J. Campbell retired as Junior House
Matron
after seven years’ service. She was presented with
several gifts at a farewell party in the Reading Room.

The Easter holidays seemed even busier than the
term, with a skiing party of 50 pupils and staff
travelling to Obergurgl in Austria, a Biology field
trip for VIB to North Somerset and a Geography
field trip to Shrewsbury.



Sport Aid

Summer Term 1986

On the first Tuesday of term over a hundred pupils
from Gloucestershire schools came to see a film of
Moliére’s ‘Les Femmes Savantes’ shown in the
Dulverton Hall.

Two groups of visitors caught the imagination of
many people. Some members of the Lee Abbey
Community in Devon stayed for a weekend, giving a
thought-provoking presentation on the Saturday
evening and leading the school’s worship the
following morning. A group of professional actors
conducted a ‘Hamlet Workshop’, exploring the ways
in which different interpretations can affect the
audience’s understanding of even a well-known text.

The Junior Play, ‘Oliver Twist’, was performed on
two nights in May and warmly received. Various
instrumental ensembles came together to give a
concert in the Dulverton Hall on the following
evening. Later in the term Philip Dunn and Graham
Ball gave a recital of Lute Songs and Solo Lute in
the elegant surroundings of the Reading Room.

Twenty-eight pupils received the bronze level
certificate of the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award, and
one the silver.

Members of 6B attended a Higher Education
Conference in Cheltenham, organised by the County
Careers Service. Fifth-formers again spent a week
after ‘O’ levels on work experience with various
local professions and businesses.

£230 was raised by those who ran or swam for
Sport Aid. The swimmers benefited from the new
heating

D. M. Beales

system, which has considerably increased the amount
of time spent in the pool. A four-hole practice golf
course in the park has come into use during the term.

A number of pupils entered a competition
organised by the Cirencester branch of Amnesty
International in celebration of their 25th anniversary.
Rendcomb entrants to the 16-18 age group came first,
second and third in the poetry section and first in the
art section, also winning the poetry section for 13-15
year-olds.

We congratulate Charlie Hannaford on his
appointment as County Rugby Coach for
Gloucestershire for next season, also John Shaw
(alpine climbing), Katherine Conway (Jumbulance to
Lourdes for the handicapped), Alex Hayes and Adam
Pallant (Contrasts in European Cultures) on gaining
Old Rendcombian Society Travel Bursaries.

Congratulations also to Lindsay and Marie
Haslett, who were married in December, to Martin
and Aileen Graham, married in August, and to Colin
and Dorothy Burden on the birth of their son,
Richard Antony.

We say goodbye to Trevor and Margaret
Oldroyd, who are moving to Wrekin College, to
Graham Ball, going to Ellesmere College, and to
Lesley Hunt, who is leaving after many years of
teaching the violin and viola.

The Revd. Peter Sudbury, recently Rector of
Siddington, has been appointed Chaplain. Next year
Mrs Barbara Tyler rejoins the staff to teach French;
Mr Dominic O’Connor has been appointed to teach
History and English and Mrs Veronica Pogson to
teach Computer Studies.






Sir David Wills, cBg, TD, bL

Sir David Wills, or Major David, as he was known to
earlier members of Rendcomb College, became a
Governor of the College shortly after the end of the
War; so continuing the close link between the College
and the Founder’s family which had been so tragically
broken for a while by the death in action, in North
Africa, of the Founder’s elder son, Captain Michael
Wills, MC.

Educated, like his father, at Eton and Magdalen
College Oxford, Sir David had already shown a lively
interest in College affairs and schemes for the
development of Rendcomb. As the second son of the
Founder he might seem to have inherited some of the
qualities generally ascribed to his father; in particular
his generosity and his love of outdoor pastimes.
During his years as a Governor of the College, from
1951-1984, the College has benefited greatly from his
many generous acts, either in conjunction with the
governing body, or with the Dulverton Trust, or as
personal gifts.

On his return to civilian life after five years of War
Service he must have been made aware of the
financial problems which had been facing the
governing body with increasing intensity. Like most
institutions the College had existed during wartime on
a policy of ‘Make Do and Mend’, as the patched and
repatched College clothing illustrated. All College
necessities from text-books to scientific equipment
were, in the current phrase, in short supply. A
shortage of ready money had affected matters as
diverse as choice of new Staff and boys, and of repairs
to the main buildings. There was virtually no games
equipment or facilities for games.

Generous gifts from the governing body alleviated
the situation, for instance Sir David paid for the whole
of the redecoration of the College. But the most
influential of Sir David’s early gifts was the extension
and remodelling of the playing field in 1953. For
thirty years the playing field had consisted of a small
area of rough pasture in the field bordering the
Shawswell road, badly maintained by indifferent boy-
labour. Various suggestions for its improvement had
been made over the years but obviously some radical
measures were needed. In 1953 it was announced that
Mrs Sinclair had given an additional area of land
adjoining the old field and Sir David would pay for its
entire preparation for its use as a games field. This
made possible the introduction of rugby football; and
the further gift of ten new rugby posts from Sir David
made a propitious start to the game.

Some years later, in conjunction with the Dulverton
Trust, Sir David provided a swimming pool. The first
pair of hard tennis courts at the Old Rectory were his
gift also and subsequently he gave three more at Park
House.

Like most generous benefactors Sir David has
always been reluctant to admit to the full extent of his
generosity. He has contributed generously to the
Appeal Fund and to many other requests for financial
help for the College, such as the provision of
additional booths in the language laboratory.

The considerable venture of admitting girls to the
Rendcomb Sixth Form is another instance of his
concern for the development of the College. His
connection with Atlantic College, where he became a
member of the governing body, had convinced him of
the educational value and potential for expansion
which this policy would bring.

In recent years, 1972-1983, Sir David had become
Chairman of the Ditchley Foundation, whose function
was to promote Anglo-American relations. This must
have absorbed a good deal of his time, particularly as
it coincided with his Chairmanship of the Rendcomb
College Trustees.

Finally one must not overlook another personal
contribution which Sir David has made to the well-
being of Rendcomb: namely the introduction of Sir
Louis Le Bailly (an old family friend) as a Governor,
and subsequently as Chairman of the Governing Body
for five years. More recently the appointment of Sir
David’s son and daughter, Mr Martin Wills and Miss
Catherine Wills, as members of the governing body
and as Trustees, ensures that the close association of
the Founder’s family with the College will be
maintained.

May we use this opportunity to wish Sir David and
Lady Wills a very happy retirement and express the
wish that they will continue to visit Rendcomb.

K. L. JAMES



A ‘National’ Winner at 22

Richard Dunwoody (OR 1975-81) was interviewed by
Melanie Gill, Amanda Moore and lain Whittaker
shortly before he rode West Tip to a truly remarkable
win in the 1986 Grand National, as the youngest
jockey in the race, a performance described in The
Times as ‘nothing less than stunning’. An account of
the interview follows.

In 1985 Richard Dunwoody rode the joint
favourite, West Tip, in the Grand National. He is a
highly acclaimed newcomer to the racing world, and
some of you may remember seeing him on BBC 1’s
‘Wogan’ not so long ago. Not sure what his reaction
would be to a request for an interview from a less
prestigious organisation, without the added attraction
of Lorraine Chase to talk to afterwards, we invited
him to Rendcomb. He kindly agreed and so, on
Sunday 16th March, refreshed with tea and biscuits,
Richard began telling us a little about his life and
career...

His early years were spent in Belfast, his family
moving to England when he was eight. It would have
been hard for Richard to grow up without a fondness
for horses, as both his parents were trainers and his
father was himself a jockey. Richard’s parents decided
to send their son to Rendcomb, and he duly entered
the Junior House in 1975.

Being a good all-rounder, Richard played in
various teams (on two feet) and finally obtained ten
‘O’ levels. He left half-way through the Sixth form,
when he realised that a veterinary career was not for
him. He commented that Rendcomb had taught him
‘to stand on his own two feet’. Richard has many fond
memories, and a few others too, of Rendcomb and of
the staff.

Wishing to know whether the secret of jockeys’

Richard Dunwoody on Free Choice

weight lies in weeks of rigorous fasting, we asked him
about his diet: at times he finds constantly watching
his weight tiresome, and he strongly believes in eating
freely as far as possible; before the eyes of those on
diets light up with the prospect of unlimited feasting,
we must point out that Richard remains a trim 9 stone
11 pounds! He often spends two hours a day in a
sauna, where he finds he can shed up to six pounds at
a time. However, he does not relish these moments,
and he finds it incredible that people actually have
saunas from choice!

Richard started his career ‘riding out’ for various
small stables before finally securing a job with
Captain Tim Forster, a well-known trainer. He had
always admired such distinguished jump-jockeys as
Johnnie Francome and Peter Scudamore and knew he
wanted to follow in their footsteps. He holds his
fellow jockey, Peter Scudamore (fondly referred to as
‘Scu’), in high regard, even if his notorious fast
finishes do prove a little irksome on occasion! His
racing, which takes him all over the country, occupies
most of his time, although he does do the occasional
interview and plays squash for pleasure. He turned
professional only in 1985, and his career has now
taken him abroad for the first time, to America, New
Zealand and Australia. He lives in Faringdon, in
Oxfordshire.

Richard is cheerful and optimistic about the future,
estimating that he still has a good ten years’ racing
ahead of him. To conclude our interview, which we
all enjoyed, we asked him about his ambitions for the
future. He replied with a modest shrug, ‘to win the
Grand National and become Champion Jockey -
that’ll do me’. The three of us wish him every
success, and we know a horse we shall be putting our
money on in April.
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The Revd. Trevor Oldroyd

It seems that four years is becoming the regulation
span for our Chaplain! In 1978, Bill Hussey left after
four years: John Heales left us in 1982 and now we
are to lose Trevor and Margaret after what seems to be
a very short four-year span.

During Trevor’s time here as Chaplain to the
College and Priest-in-Charge of the Parish of St
Peter’s, Rendcomb, there have been several major
changes. The Sunday services have been rearranged to
remove the previous Junior-Senior split: now there are
all ages at each service. The earlier Communion
Service now takes nearly one third of the pupils and,
to cope with the large number of communicants,
Trevor arranged for two members of staff to be
licensed to administer the chalice. Morning Prayers
has now been transferred to the Church, and so it is
now used by the College on five days each week.

C. J. Wood

Trevor and Margaret Oldroyd

As well as initiating these changes, Trevor has also
furthered the links between the College and the local
parishes through Community Service and annual
events such as the Harvest Supper and the St
Peterstide tea at the Rectory.

Trevor, Margaret and family leave us for Wrekin
College, Shropshire. We hope they will settle there as
quickly as they did at Rendcomb and we send our
warmest good wishes for the future in their new home.

D. A H.

Mrs Marian Campbell

Mrs Campbell came to Rendcomb seven years ago as
Junior House Matron. She envisaged the post as being
a kind of semi-retirement, but of course many jobs
would seem like that to somebody who has brought up
four children and driven during the war from the
Normandy beaches to Berlin. Not many of her
‘Rectory boys’ will have realised that the hands which
clutched the wheel of the Morris Minor had driven a
tank transporter. She would be the first to admit that
her job in the Junior House was for most of the time a
very routine one; when a serious matter arose she
could rely on the professional support of the School
Matron in medical matters and of Kaye Knapp in
pastoral ones. It was entirely appropriate that it was
Mr Knapp who made the presentations at her farewell
party in March and took the opportunity to express his
warm appreciation of her work and commitment.
Many boys have cause to be grateful for her
experience and her ability to see beyond the routine
and recognise when something is wrong.

C. J. Wood

Marian Campbell

Mrs Campbell describes her retirement as being
like a rocket taking off: all the things that have had to
wait, for lack of time, are now happening! She draws,
plays bowls, goes rambling, cycles, swims, in fact
leads a more physically active life than many a school

pupil. We wish her a long and happy retirement.
G.R.B.



Graham Ball

When Graham Ball, an Exhibitioner and Choral
Exhibitioner of Jesus College, Cambridge, came to
Rendcomb in 1982 as an assistant French Master,
little did we know how many other aspects of the
College life he was to enter into and to influence. The
task of taking over the French Department a year later
and of maintaining the high standards of scholarship
and achievement set by his predecessor, David Sells,
was in itself a formidable one. Nevertheless, with his
vigour and enthusiasm, Graham’s own individual
approach to Language teaching soon became evident.
Posters depicting the most attractive aspects of French
life and culture transformed the French Room into a
street cafe, a vineyard and a cheese market.
Ilustrations and sketches started to appear on the
board in the Language Lab., the new lab. which
Graham helped to install and has been so adept in
maintaining especially when the Gremlins play tricks
in it. He is a very able and versatile teacher. While
setting and expecting a high level of achievement,
Graham has the rare gift of stretching the intellect of
the potential Oxford scholar and at the same time of
showing kindness and understanding to the less able
pupil, struggling to pass an ‘O’ level.

C. J. Wood

Graham Ball

When he leaves at the end of this term to take up
his appointment as the Head of Modern Languages at
Ellesmere College we will all have our own memories
of him. Some will remember him for his strong
Christian faith and for his help in administering the
Chalice at the early service on Sundays. Others will
recall the outstanding contribution he has made to the
music in the school with his fine alto voice in his solo
performances of Purcell, a Bach Cantata and lute
songs. Many will never forget his rendering of the
Lord Chancellor’s song in ‘lolanthe’ at the Christmas
Party and his brief but hilarious appearance as an
‘Aunt’ in HMS Pinafore. As the Assistant
Housemaster of the Senior House, as a Tutor, as an
Assistant Careers Master and as organiser of the D. of
E., he has exercised considerable influence.
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He will be missed too in the Common Room,
particularly for his efficient running of the bar and for
his efforts as a member of the Staff Cricket and
Basket-ball teams.

I personally will remember Graham for his
courtesy, thoughtfulness, reliability and his dry sense
of humour, and | am grateful to him for his loyal
support over the past four years.

In his new appointment we offer sincere
congratulations and good wishes for a happy and
satisfying career.

C.A H.

Lesley Hunt

Dvorak’s Eighth Symphony, unexpectedly, contains a
short but tricky passage for violin solo. We were
preparing the work for a performance in 1980, but our
violin teacher at the time was unable to attend one of
the final rehearsals and he asked Lesley Hunt to come
and help us out for the afternoon. The rehearsal
proceeded unremarkably until the solo passage. Then
the orchestra failed to restart playing, and after a
moment’s stunned silence we burst into a round of
applause. So a year later, when we needed a new
violin teacher, an urgent plea went straight to Lesley
and fortunately she accepted the job.

Thus the last five years have been the golden years
of string playing at Rendcomb. We have had an
inspired teacher who has been able to get the very best
from her pupils, whatever their talents or level of
achievement; an outstanding orchestra leader who has
got us through such works as Wagner’s Mastersingers
Overture, Beethoven’s 5th and 7th Symphonies,
Schumann’s Rhenish, as well as holding things
together in  complex concerto and choral
accompaniments; a sympathetic coach of chamber
music, playing with us quartets, quintets, and sextets
by many of the classical masters. Finally, we have, of
course, been treated to a feast of brilliant violin
playing, which has wholly fulfilled the promise of that
first magic moment. In last year’s magazine, in a note
about Rose Leathard, | wrote that their performance
together of Bach’s Violin and Oboe Concerto in 1982
was the finest single musical performance | could
recall in nearly twenty years at Rendcomb, and | see
no cause to change that view, though Lesley’s
performances of the Bach Double Violin Concerto
with Adrian Lewers in 1983, and of The Brandenburg
Concerto No. 5 in 1984 were scarcely less good.

Lesley’s recent marriage to Chris Senior has,
unhappily for us, meant that she is no longer able to
come all the way over from Gloucester twice a week,
but she will be remembered by all who learnt from
her, played with her, or just heard her, with the utmost
gratitude, admiration, and affection.

JW.



College Officers

Head Prefect:
Head Girl:
Prefects:

Church Ushers:

Librarians:

Magazine Editors:

Rugby Captain:
Rugbg Sece’etary:

Hockey Captain:
Vice-Captain:

Cricket Captain:

Cricket Secretary:

Tennis Captain:
Squash Captain:

Meeting Officers

Christmas Term 1985

Chairman:
Secretary:

Meeting Banker:
Boys’ Banker:

Nominations Committee:

K. Knight
C. Ellis

N. Badcott
C. Carroll

C. Faircloth
J. Healey

C. Jones

R. Khosrowshahi
R. Moss

T. Robinson
D. Scarlett
P. Spackman
G. Veale

N. Webb

A. Hayes

A. Pallant

J. Quick

K. Elderfield.
K. Knight
C. Jones

M. Stitt

L. Roseblade
J. Rosa

N. Newell
C. Hoare

M. Rann

M. Croft

B. Branston
M. Gill

C. Moody
M. Reid

I. Whittaker
J. Healey

T. Branston

G. Veale
N. Webb

N. Paterson-Fox
I. Whittaker

K. Knight

G. Veale

M. Reynolds
M. Reid

A. Hayes
B. Branston

M. Stitt

C. Faircloth

M. Reynolds
A. Trowern

M. Astill

A. Brealy

Meeting Liaison Committee™:

Debating Society*:

Entertainments Committee:

Community Service Committee*:

Christmas Party Committee:

Snooker Committee*:

Dance Committee*:

Food Committee*:

Newspaper Committee:

Breakages Man:
Broom Warden:

*elected annually
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Easter Term 1986
Chairman:
Secretary:
Meeting Banker:

Boys’ Banker: )
Nominations Committee:

A. Hayes
M. Faulkner
T. Robinson
M. Reynolds

M. Hayes

J. Quick

J. Larroucau
T. Burns

M. Houseman
D. Paton

A. Bedford

N. Paterson-Fox
M. Reynolds
T. Branston
B. Branston

J. Larroucau

C. Carroll
M. Reynolds
M. Faulkner
T. Branston

N. Paterson-Fox
D. Edwin

M. Reynolds
N. Wharmby
K. Raffael

T. Burns
A. Cayton
M. Astill

T. Needham
T. Branston
J. Valentine
M. Reynolds
N. Paterson-Fox
C. Eldridge
A. Trowern
D. Edwin

|. Whittaker
G. Carter

S. Tate

K. Mallindine
A. Bedford

J. Gregory

G. Carter

A. Bedford

T. Robinson
I. Whittaker
A. Hayes
R. Draper

M. Reynolds
M. Stitt

C. Faircloth

A. Trowern

M. Astill

A. Brealy



Entertainments Committee:

Newspaper Committee:

Breakages Man:
Broom Warden:

Summer Term 1986
Chairman:
Secretary:

Meeting Banker:

Boys’ Banker: )
Nominations Committee:

Meeting Liaison Committee:

Debating Society:

Entertainments Committee:

Snooker Committee:

Food Committee:

Newspaper Committee:

Breakages Man:
Broom Warden:

Valete

We say goodbye to the following and wish them

N. Paterson-Fox
T. Branston
M. Reynolds
B. Branston

T. Burns
J. Carter

A. Bell
S. Banks

R. Johnston
P. Wilson

I. Whittaker
P. Griffiths
C. Moody

N. Wharmby
S. Kingscote
I. Ford

M. Astill

A. Brealy

P. Griffiths
W. Hammond

A. Brealy

S. Reichwald
C. Moody

D. Beales

B. Branston
J. Hasler

W. Hammond
G. Carter

R. Ogden

B. Maslen

S. Kingscote
C. Adshead
P. Moore
M. Hastings

M. Rann
J. McMonigall
D. Kenney

T. Holden

M. Houseman
L. Wallace

G. Carter

P. Wilson

M. Waddington
J. Barnett

A. Powell

M. Larroucau
M. Faircloth

every success and happiness in the future:

Nicholas Badcott, Mark Bailey, Amanda Baker,
Nicholas Blackshaw, Alistair Brain, Thomas
Branston, Sarra Butler, Charlotte Carroll, Katherine
Conway, Matthew Cordeux, Rachel Daniels, Darren
Denby, Alan Doyle, David Edwin, Kevin Elderfield,
Caroline Eldridge, Claire Ellis, Kristin Ewing,
Catherine Faircloth, Myles Faulkner, Mark Hammond,
Sarah Hassall, Alex Hayes, John Healey, Simon
Jenkins, Christopher Jones, Reza Khosrowshahi,
Darryl King, Karl Knight, Jane Larroucau, Duncan
MacDonald, John Marland, Richard Moss, Timothy
Needham, Adam Pallant, Neil Paterson- Fox, Jonathan
Quick, Mary Reynolds, Timothy Robinson, Louisa
Roseblade, Eleanor Rowe, Dominic Scarlett, Paul
Spackman, Martin Stitt, Mark Thompson, Edwina
Thring, Angus Trowern, Jane Valentine, Graeme
Veale, Katrina Walsh, Nicholas Webb, Simon Bird,
Mark Croft, Edward Crowther, Christopher Eames,
Alan Edwards, Rupert Martin, David Paton, Marcus
Rann, Andrew Watson.

Salvete

We welcome the following:

September 1985 - Gillian Bell, Fiona Carlisle,
Pollyana Cochrane, Theresa Anne Fox, Melanie Gill,
Juliet Hasler, Annalisa Heal, Tanya Holden, Raquel
Hughes, Susan Maton, Amanda Moore, Nicola
Newell, Polly Nicholls, Henrietta Rothman, Susanna
van Moyland, Rachel Waddington, Lisa Wallace.

Stephane Banks, Alexander Bell, Damien Blackshaw,
Oliver Boatfield, James Dowson, Benjamin Gallagher,
Peter Grimsdale, Jolyon Hammond, Arwyn Jones,
Henry Le Fleming, David Pearce, Shridar Phalke, Carl
Reens, Robert Tate, James Thraves, Matthew
Waddington, Guy Waller, Steven Whiting.

Hamish Auld, Graham Bennett, Gareth Davies, James
Grafton, Nathan Houseman, Paul Irving, Graham
Lawton, Julian Madeley, Matthew Norman, Antony
Palin, Andrew Pollard, Henry Pugh, Jonathan Roney,
Christopher Scarlett, James Sleeman, Nicholas Smith,
Paul Sumsion, John Turnham, Timothy Underwood,
James Ursell, Scott VVernon, John Wheeler.

September 1986 - Kate Ellis, Claire Flanagan,
Alexandra Fletcher, Karen Harman, Jane Kelly, Esther
McNeile, Sophia Michaelides, Samantha Perkins,
Christina Rowe, Emma Smith, Ann Speakman, Emma
Sprawson, Lucy Stringer, Anne Waddington, Jane
Wakeham.

Paul Bartlett, Daniel Bowerman, David Chapman,
Martin Digby, Andrew Digney, Piers Gorman,
Richard Hughes, William King, Richard Milner, Paul
Neve, Thomas Shillington-Balfour, Jonathan Tomsett,
Neil Walmsley, Nicholas Workman.

Simon Barrett, Alexander Beales, Christopher
Carmichael, Hugh Costelloe, William Croft, Nigel
Fischer, Matthew Giggs, Alastair Graham, Timothy
Haine, William Hunter- Smart, Richard Hutson,
Gareth Jenkins, James Lowe, James MacKinnon,
Patrick Morgan, Andrew Platt, Theo Ramsden-Hare,
Mark Sansome, William Smalley, John Talbot, Paul
Williams, Jethro Woodcraft.



Charles Cospatrick

Douglas-Home
Governor, 1981-1985

Vice Admiral Sir Louis Le Bailly writes:

I first met Charles Douglas-Home some 25 years ago.
He had been a King’s Scholar at Eton but, on leaving
school, he preferred to go straight into the Army for
his National Service rather than to University. And
after two years he became ADC to the Governor of
Kenya. From that post he went as a ‘cub’ crime
reporter to Glasgow and then joined the Daily
Express, initially as Military Correspondent and then
as Political and Diplomatic Correspondent. In 1965 he
joined the staff of The Times where he was to remain
for the rest of his all too short life.

It was as Defence Correspondent in the 1967 Israeli
War that he first made his name. The Times has
always had good Military and  Defence
Correspondents, and Charlie (as by then he was
always known to high and low) was certainly no
exception. The following year found him in the thick
of the Soviet invasion of Czechoslovakia, and it was
here that his determination to get to the root of what
was happening led to his arrest by the Russian forces.
But by then he was already a marked man in the
profession of journalism and he became, in
succession, Features Editor, Home Editor, Foreign
Editor and Deputy Editor of The Times.

I cannot remember exactly when it was that, with
the enthusiastic assent of the then Chairman of
Trustees, Sir David Wills, | asked Charlie to become a
Governor of Rendcomb, knowing of his deep love of
the Cotswolds and that his home was not far away at
Quenington. But it was just as he became (or just
after) Editor of The Times, and | recall that he was
very hesitant. The Times, after a year of enforced
‘hibernation’ was sinking fast in the circulation stakes,
and he knew that he had a major battle on his hands to
halt and then to reverse the decline, something that in
the next two or three years he was so magnificently to
achieve. Because he was always so very interested in
young people and in the development of the
individual, | knew that he wanted to be a Governor but
feared that his preoccupations in London would
prevent his attending Governors’ Meetings. So [
pressed him, assuring him that he could have
permanent ‘Leave of Absence’ provided he received
papers and would allow me to visit him in Gray’s Inn
Road (as | so often did when in need of advice), from
where he changed the fortunes of his newspaper
despite vicious and cruel criticisms from many
quarters.

Then, suddenly, disaster struck and he heard that
his life was to be measured in months or, at the most,
in a year or two. That it was the latter rather than the
former was due to his extraordinary moral and
physical courage and to the support of his wife and
two sons. But few of us outside his close circle of
family and friends realised the strength of the reserves
on which he could call to keep going.
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The Times

The skill of the doctors was great but his courage
and bubbling sense of humour were greater still,
sustained as it was by the total trust of the proprietor
of The Times, Rupert Murdoch, and the help of his
deputy, Charles Wilson, who has succeeded him.

As the former said at Charlie’s funeral when
someone mentioned that trust, “When you’ve got
the best, why change him? .

Besides the official and very perceptive obituary
there were several other notable ones by the President
of the United States and by Sir Laurens Van der Post.
The latter wrote:

“One is often tempted to think that, if the illness
from which he died had not assailed him almost
from the moment he became Editor of The
Times, it would have made him an even greater
Editor, but, on reflection, the fact that an illness,
which on many occasions over the last three
years seemed to take him over the frontier of
life, gave what he did an edge and a depth which
no normal health and career could have done...

In the vast Cathedral of St Paul’s where so many of
the great, including the Prince of Wales and coundess
Ambassadors and political leaders, assembled and
even more of the not so great in their hundreds, the
Dean in his Bidding spoke these words:

“We are gathered here today in memory of
Charles Douglas-Home. His life was dedicated
privately to his family and publicly to the
profession of journalism, especially in his work
for The Times. In this service in St Paul’s we
honour and commend to Almighty God that life
and that devoted service, blessed by faith
without fear. We offer our thanks for his gifts to
us all, and our prayers that at the end of his own
painful way of the Cross he has found peace, the
reward of true courage, religion and virtue.”
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P. J. Reason



John Benton Fell
Staff, 1934-1973

Jack Fell’s sudden death last December caused great
shock and sadness among all of us who knew him. We
are grateful to Bill White for permission to print here
the address he gave to a large congregation of Jack’s
family and friends at his funeral service on 6th
December:

I am very honoured to be asked to say a few words
about Jack Fell but, although | had known him since
1961, | know that some of you here today have known
him longer than | have. So | would ask you all to add to
my remarks your own particular personal memories of
Jack.

I should like to say a few words first about Jack as a
schoolmaster, for it was his appointment to the College
in 1934 that began his long connection with Rendcomb.
He came here straight from Cambridge, where he was a
scholar of Emmanuel College, with a first-class degree
in the Natural Sciences Tripos. | cannot help thinking
that for such a small school to have obtained such a
highly qualified scientist must even then have been a
remarkable ‘coup’. Many Rendcombians have been
indebted to him for his patient and scholarly teaching,
his ability to inspire the talented and his sympathetic
urging on of the less proficient, and for the hours he
spent working with them on projects in his and their
free time. The outstanding results in Physics and
Chemistry, the awards at Oxford and Cambridge, bear
witness to Jack’s skill as a teacher.

But, great as was Jack’s contribution in the
laboratory, it was perhaps because this was combined
with a remarkable contribution to other aspects of
College life that it has earned him our particular respect
as a schoolmaster. Today, when you go into the Stable
Block Courtyard, it is perhaps hard to visualise it as an
overgrown wilderness, with piles of rubble, with most
of the ‘stables’” unconverted and such teaching
accommodation as there was of a primitive nature. One
of Jack’s great achievements was the transformation of
the stables into a Science Department: it was a legacy
from which hundreds of Rendcombians have benefited
and will continue to. The pre-war and immediate post-
war years were a time of self-help: there was little
money, and development depended on individual skill
and effort. To have had a person of Jack’s
resourcefulness at Rendcomb was exceptional. For Jack
was not simply an outstanding scholar; he was also an
immensely able practical man and craftsman. So it was
from his designs and expertise that the Stable Block was
gradually converted into classrooms and laboratories,
and not only was much of the conversion done under
Jack’s supervision but also benches, cupboards and
much apparatus were made by his hands. Those may
have been more leisurely days, there may have been
more free time, fewer pressures, but such an
undertaking also demanded hours of hard physical
labour from Jack himself and from his helpers. Nor
should we forget that this included the planting of the
trees and shrubs that still make the courtyard attractive.
It was an exceptional contribution from a man of
exceptional talents. | like to think that, just as many Old
Rendcombians are indebted to Jack for their scientific
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education, so many too in later life have been grateful
for the practical skills of building, joinery and design to
which he introduced them in many other schemes at
the College, apart from the Stable Block - the steps up
towards the outdoor stage are a simple example. | have
dwelt at length on Jack’s career at Rendcomb because 1
feel it is important that such a unique contribution
should not be forgotten by the passing of time - and
that this is the right moment to recall it.

I must now turn to Jack as a person, and here again,
on reflection, | find that Jack was remarkable -
remarkable because, unlike most of us, he was always
the same whenever you met him. There was about him
a warm friendliness which, coupled with a gentleness
and courteous manner, immediately earned him the
respect and affection of all those he met - whether in
the classroom, in the Staff Common Room, in the
village on Parish Councils or at home. You instantly
felt that here was someone of real humanity and
sympathy, someone to trust, whose advice and help
were always available and always based on sound
common sense and understanding, qualities so much
valued when he was Second Master.

He was by nature a quiet and retiring man, with a
gentle sense of humour, a man of great modesty who
disliked any form of ostentation, a man of deep loyalty
and integrity, and yet someone who, when the occasion
demanded, could express himself in forthright terms. It
was these qualities that won him a place in the hearts
of all who met him.

He was, too, a devoted family man. During his
distinguished War service in the RAF he met Vera in
Washington, and after they were married they returned
to set up their first home in the Stable Flat in 1946. In
Vera Jack had found a perfect partner, and the
happiness he found in life and spread to others sprang
without doubt from the great support he had from Vera
and from the many interests they so obviously shared.
His love of family life, his devotion to his children and
grandchildren, were understood all the more by those
of us who shared in the generous hospitality which
Jack and Vera have always given to friends,
colleagues, prefects and 6th Formers alike. No-one
who visited Wilderness House and went round their
marvellous garden could fail to be struck by the depth
of Jack’s love for his home and by the devotion of Jack
and Vera to each other and to their family.

Lastly, I must mention Jack’s connection with the
village. Both Jack and Vera have been mainstays of
village life for many years. Jack’s familiar figure
striding down the village street with a cheery wave and
word to all whom he met had become part of the
Rendcomb scene. He enjoyed living in Rendcomb and
joining in village activities. To those of us who knew
him in more recent years it may be slightly difficult to
envisage him as the pianist at the village dances in the
Old Hut under the walnut tree before the war; more
natural perhaps to remember him as a supervisor at the
Jumble Sales or joining in a Whist Drive, although
card-playing was not something with which he felt at
ease. For many years he was on the Parish Council, the
Village Hall Committee, a representative of the PCC
on the Deanery Synod, but perhaps it is as a Church



warden that he will be best remembered. His love for
Rendcomb church, his meticulous attention to his duties
at services, his work on the fabric of the church and the
time he devoted to all kinds of church administration
gave him great pleasure; it was his service as a deeply
committed Christian. | do not say his work was taken for
granted; it certainly was not; but it will certainly be hard
to find a replacement.

I hope | have said a few of the things you wanted said
about Jack; I know much has been left unsaid. In
conclusion | should like to express the sympathy of all of
us

here - and many who are not - to Vera, to Judith and
Geoffrey, who have been such a tower of strength, and
to Rosemary and Arthur. We have all lost a good
friend for whom we had deep affection, and whose
qualities we admired. We are numbed by the shock
and suddenness of Jack’s death, but I do not believe
that Jack would want us to end on a sad note - but
rather to remember him as he was to the end - a warm,
cheerful, family man who had enjoyed living at
Rendcomb, enjoyed his career and enjoyed his life to
the full. He was an example to us all.

Old Rendcombian Society

Marriages

Robin Webb (1974-81) to Rebecca Norman (1979-81)
at Rendcomb, July 1985.

Robert Weston (1968-75) to Kari Barnard, August 1985.

lan Taylor (1968-75) to Janie Pothier, August 1985.

Paul Harris (1972-77) to Christine Whitaker, Sept 1985.

Michael Bailey to Victoria Powell (1977-79) June 1985.

Norberto Da Luz to Danielle Shrimpton (1976-78) in

Portugal, October 1985.

Kevin Barraclough (1969-76) to Jennifer du Toit,

January 1986.

Adam Roake to Caroline Brett (1972-74) June 1984.

Neil Lumby (1968-73) to Victoria Edmondson, February
1983.

Nick Vivian to Dawn Mackonochie (1974-76) October
1985.

Peter Walton (1969-76) to Victoria Groome, 5th July

1986.

Births

To Anne and Fraser Glennie (1959-67) a daughter,

Alexandra Diana, August 1985 - a sister for Sarah

Victoria. To Elaine (nee Finney, 1972-74) and Nick

Roberts (1969-74) a son Christopher Layard, July 1985.

To Ruth and Bob Edy (1959-67) a daughter, Charlotte.

To Rosie and Andrew Stafford (1966-71), a daughter,
Emma, May 1985.

To Lesley and Owen Rhys (1964-70), a son, Thomas,
June 1985.

To Anne and Richard Pearce (1966-72) a daughter,
Emma, July 1985, a sister for Claire Victoria.

To Helen and Peter Little (1960-67) a son, Angus
Stafford, November 1984.

To Bridget and David Mackonochie (1967-72) a son,
Christopher, April 1985.

To Victoria and Neil Lumby (1968-73) a son, Thomas,
September, 1984.

To Helen and Martin Jones (1956-62), a daughter,
Annabel Fleur Angharad, November 1985.

Deaths

On 25th January 1985, Angus Little, baby son of Helen
and Peter Little (1960-67), suddenly, aged nine weeks.
On 16th June 1986, William Stanley Morgan (1921-27),
whose name is the first on the Honours Board in the
Front Hall and who went on from Queens’ College,
Cambridge, to a distinguished career in the Colonial
Administrative
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Service in Malaya, Sierra Leone and Mauritius. Our
sympathy goes to his widow, Mrs Joan Morgan, who
writes: ‘My husband remained grateful always for his
schooldays at Rendcomb and asked especially that 1
should write to you’.

News of Old Rendcombians

Duncan Taylor (1972-79) the Meat
Marketing business in Halifax.

Christopher Higgins (1967-73) is Senior Lecturer
in Farm Management at Derbyshire College of
Agriculture.

Nicholas Prowse (1983-85) is studying History,
Law and Geography at ‘A’ level at King James
College, Henley.

J. C. Beck (1939-43) moved to Banbury on his
retirement, following his time in Ottawa on the Staff
of the British High Commission (1982-84).

Brian Hembry (Staff 1974-79) is currently on a
year’s secondment to Reading University for a degree
in Education and Society.

Richard Pitt (1981-84) started at the Royal
Agricultural College in October last year.

Joanna Hobbs (1978-80) is now a Teacher of the
Deaf in Rotherham. She trained at Manchester
University where she studied English, Drama,
Audiology and Education of the Deaf.

Richard Perrett (1976-81) went to Welbeck
College after taking his ‘O’ levels. From there he went
on to RMA Sandhurst in 1983 and was commissioned
in 1984. He joined the REME Training Battalion and
Depot at Arborfield as Recruit Platoon Commander.
After a short spell in Cyprus, he is now at RMCS
Shrivenham studying Electrical Engineering.

Tim Longworth (1969-76) graduated